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the effectiveness of Russia's participation in the war;2a and it
contributed, indirectly, by making Russia's defeat by the
Central Powers possible, to the Bolshevik revolution. But
these were consequences for the future. The immediate
consequence of Turkey's conduct and action was to make
the solution of the Straits question foremost among Russia's
war aims and one of the decisive considerations of Russian
policy until the advent of the Bolshevik regime.
THE SECRET UNDERSTANDINGS BETWEEN THE ALLIES
CONCERNING THE STRAITS
Russia did not formulate a definite policy regarding the
solution of the Straits question until the campaign against
the Dardanelles, early in .1915, projected the possibility of
the occupation of Constantinople by the British and the
French.3 To incidental inquiries in London and Paris, Rus-
sia received more or less definite assurances that her Western
Allies would agree to some solution conformable to Russian
interests, contingent upon Germany's defeat.4
21 Concerning the economic consequences of the closure of the
Straits, see Nolde, Russia and the Economic War (New Haven, Conn.,
1928), pp. 38fT. [Carnegie Economic and Social History of the World
War, Russian Series] Cf. Buchanan, op. cit., Vol. I, pp. 223^.
3 The proclamation of the Czar, issued on October 31, 1914, follow-
ing the Turkish attack on the Russian coast, vaguely referred to the
expectation that the action of Turkey opened the path "towards the
solution of the historic problem which our ancestors have bequeathed
to us on the shores of the Black Sea."  Paleologue, An Ambassador's
Memoirs, Vol. I, p. 178. In a conversation with Paleologue, the French
Ambassador at St. Petersburg, a few days after the war with Turkey,
Sazonow indicated that whatever punishment he thought to impose on
Turkey, he  did not  contemplate   the  annexation  of  Constantinople.
Ibid. At the end of November, 1914, the Czar, in conversation with
Paleologue, suggested the neutralization of Constantinople under inter-
national control. Ibid., p. 192.
4 See the reports of Count Benckendorff, Russian Ambassador at
London, to Sazonow, dated November 9, 1914, concerning his conversa-